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TAMWORTH 


BOROUGH 


COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  Council 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  statutory  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district 
and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  1973,  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  C  MO./ 2/ 74. 

It  should  be  noted  that  where  variation  of  the  Borough's  statistics  vary  from  year  to  year  or 
from  the  National  figures  care  should  be  used  in  interpretation  for  these  variations  are  related  in  part 
at  least  to  the  large  variations  in  statistical  rates  which  tend  to  occur  when  relatively  smaller  figures 
are  dealt  with. 

Population 


The  registrar  General's  figure  for  the  estimated  mid-year  home  population  is  46,  960 
compared  with  43,  830  in  1972. 

Live  Birth  Rate 


There  has  been  an  increase  of  9  in  the  number  of  live  births  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  999  in  1973  and  990  in  1972.  (Further  details  will  be  found  on  page  7)  .  After  adjustment 
of  the  rate  to  allow  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  the  adjusted  figure  of  17.  7  can  be  seen  to  be  much 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  ( 13.  7).  This,  of  course,  is  due  to  the  larger 
proportion  of  young  families  living  in  the  Borough. 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  as  a  percentage  of  all  live  births  was  4  compared 
with  the  National  figure  of  9. 

Still  Birth  Rate 


The  number  of  still  births  per  1000  total  births  during  the  year  was  12,  and  the 
National  figure  12, 

Neonatal  Death  Rate 


The  number  of  deaths  per  1000  occurring  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  was  13  compared 
with  the  National  figure  of  10. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

The  number  of  deaths  per  1000  occurring  in  the  first  twelve  months  of  life.  The  rate  for 
the  Borough  in  1973  was  23  compared  with  the  National  figure  of  17. 


2. 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 


Is  the  combination  of  the  number  of  still  births  and  deaths  within  the  first  week  of  life  per 
1000  births,  and  was  25  compared  with  the  National  figure  of  21. 

Deaths 

There  were  410  deaths  in  1973  compared  with  403  the  previous  year.  The  following  causes 
of  death  are  of  interest  in  relation  to  total  deaths:- 


1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system 

152 

143 

222 

163 

212 

Malignant  disease 

54 

74 

75 

59 

79 

Respiratory  disease 

34 

45 

47 

70 

53 

Suicides 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Accidents: 

Motor  vehicle 

7 

6 

1 

9 

9 

Other  accidents 

Further  details  will  be  found  on  page  8. 

Water  Supply 

8 

5 

2 

9 

7 

The  Borough's  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  who  have 
supplied  the  following  information: 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

In  cases  of  possible  contamination,  such  as  burst  or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc. 
emergency  chlorination  is  performed,  special  apparatus  and  staff  being  available  for  this  work.  New 
mains  etc.  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  proved  satisfactory. 

At  31st  December  1973,  15,  379  houses  were  supplied  in  the  Borough  direct  from  the  Company's 
distribution  system.  There  are  no  houses  supplied  from  standpipes.  The  estima  ted  population  is  3.05 
persons  per  house. 

The  naturally  occurring  fluoride  contents  of  the  supplying  stations  varied  between  0.01  and 
0.  35  mg/1. 

The  supply  to  the  Borough  of  Tamworth  is  derived  from  4  pumping  stations  situated  outside 
the  boundaries  of  the  Authority.  Regular  and  frequent  samples,  both  bacteriological  and  chemical, 
are  examined  from  the  pumping  stations.  Bacteriological  samples  of  the  water  before  treatment  are 
also  examined. 

During  1973,  510  samples  of  the  chlorinated  water  were  examined,  all  of  which  were  free  from 
coliform  bacteria. 

233  samples  of  raw  water  from  underground  sources  were  all  free  from  Coliform  bacteria  and 
53  samples  of  surface  derived  water  from  Sandfields  gave  an  average  coliform  bacteria  content  of  60 
per  100  ml. 

Samples  were  examined  within  the  Borough  of  Tamworth  from:- 

Glascote  Reservoir 
Glascote  re-pumping  station 
Two  Gates  re-pumping  station 
Tamworth  Gas  Works 

13  samples  from  Glascote  Reservoir,  13  from  Glascote  Re-pumping  Station,  13  from  Two  Gates 
Re-pumping  Station  and  12  from  Tamworth  Gas  Works  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 
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The  average  chemical  results  of  the  samples  from  Tamworth  Gas  Works  for  1973  were:- 


PH 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

Chloride  (Cl) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 
Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (4  hr  at  27°C) 
Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Total  Hardness 
Iron  (Fe) 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Copper  (Cu) 

Lead  (Pb) 

Residual  Chlorine 


7.4 

126  mg/1 

35  " 

.  090  " 

.11 

5.  6  " 

.93  " 

126  " 

145  " 

271  " 

.  11  " 

.05  " 

.01  " 

.18  " 

.02 

..10  " 


The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  the  12  samples  from  Tamworth  Gas  Works  being 
fall  free  from  any  significant  quantity  of  lead. 

Sewage 


The  Coton  Lane  Sewage  Works  serves  the  whole  of  the  Borough  of  Tamworth  together  with  small 
areas  outside  the  Borough  boundary  at  Fazeley,  Wigginton  and  Alvecote. 

About  ninety -five  per  cent  of  the  flow  to  the  Works  is  pumped  by  the  main  Pumping  Station  at 
Lichfield  Road.  The  remaining  five  per  cent  arriving  from  the  Coton  Green/Wigginton  area  by  pumping 
or  gravity. 


The  Sewage  Works,  Lichfield  Road  Pumping  Station  and  the  other  small  Pumping  Stations  have 
operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year  although  there  have,  of  course,  been  problems,  some  of  which  are 
worth,  mentioning. 


Whist  the  Works  effluent  has  gradually  improved  throughout  the  year,  it  was  consistently 
unsatisfactory  in  respect  of  one  parameter  -  its  permanganate  value.  The  cause  of  this  was  traced  to  the 
presence  in  the  incoming  sewage  of  a  trade  effluent  with  a  high  and  unbeatable  permanganate  value. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  have  this  effluent  removed  from  the  sewer.  When  this  is  done  the  Sewage  Works 
final  effluent  should  satisfy  the  River  Authority's  consent  conditions  in  all  respects. 


Consent  Conditions 


Average  Final 
Effluent  Analysis 


S.S.  not  exceeding  30  mg/1 
B.O.D.  not  exceeding  20  mg/1 
P.V.  not  exceeding  20  mg/1 


S.S.  -  24  mg/1 

B.O.D.  -  19  mg/1 

P.V.  -  24  mg/1 


In  February  1973,  complaints  were  received  about  flies  from  the  Works  and,  although  action  was 
taken  to  reduce  the  nuisance,  this  problem  continued  throughout  the  Summer. 

Another  cause  of  complaint  was  smell  from  the  lagoon  area  which  was  being  used  for  the  disposal 
of  sludge  whilst  the  pressing  plant  was  still  under  construction.  It  was  realised  that  this  too  was  likely  to 
be  a  longterm  problem  which  could  not  be  solved  cheaply  or  quickly. 


Sewage  flows  to  the  Works  during  1972  were  as  follows;- 

3 

Total  Annual  Flow  5  003  400  m 

Average  Daily  Flow  13708  m^/d, 

3 

Average  per  Capita  Flow  0.264  m  /d„ 


(1100.75  million  gal) 
(3.02  m.  g.d.) 

(58.0  gal/day) 
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SECTION 


A 


General  Statistics 


Area  in  Hectares  3095.5081 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  46,  960 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (April  1973)  according  to 
Rate  Book  15,000 

Persons  per  Hectare  15.1702 

Rateable  Value  -  1st  April  1973  5,  133,  394 

Product  of  lnp  Rate  Estimated  1973/74  51,500 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 

Live  Births,  rate  per  1,000  population  21.3 

Adjusted  birthrate  (comparability  factor  .83)17.7 

Birthrate  (England  and  Wales)  13.7 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 
total  live  births  (England  and  Wales)  9.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 
total  live  births  4.0 

Note  on  Adjusted  Birthrate 


Male  Female  Total 

503  496  999 


Local  birthrates  are  usually  expressed  in  terms  of  population.  These  populations  are 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  and  comprise  persons  of  all  ages,  including  many  who  quite  obviously 
have  no  influence  on  the  reproductive  process  These  latter  do,  however,  affect  the  birthrate  in  that  a 
preponderance  of  them  in  the  population  of  an  area  tends  to  lower  and  a  small  proportion  of  them  to 
raise,  the  true  rate.  Considerable  variation  in  the  size  of  this  proportion  exists  in  different  areas,  and 
it  is  therefore  apparent  that  the  elimination  or  standardisation  of  such  a  factor  enables  a  truer  comparison 
between  areas. 


As  a  result  of  this  the  Registrar  General  issues  yearly,  for  each  area,  a  comparability 
factor,  for  is  e  with  birth  and  death  rates.  The  adjusted  rates  resulting  from  the  multiplication  of  the 
crude  rate  of  the  area  by  this  comparability  factor  produces  a  figure  which  can  then  be  compared  with  that 


of  any  other  area  or  with  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

7 

10 

Illegitimate 

2 

Nil 

2 

Total 

5 

7 

12 
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Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Early  Neonatal  Deaths  (deaths  0-1  week) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Neonatal  Deaths  (deaths  0-4  weeks) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

508 

503 

1,011 

487 

480 

967 

21 

23 

44 

12 

12 

9 

21 

1 

1 

2 

-  - 

Total 

13 

10 

23 

7 

4 

11 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

8 

5 

13 

— 

— - 

_ 

7 

4 

11 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

8 

5 

13 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  0-1  year  per  1,000  live  births) 

Legitimate  22  (Males  and  Females) 

Illegitimate  48  (Males  and  Females) 


Early  Neonatal  Death  Rate 

(Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  births) 


13 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,  000  live  births)  13 

Perinatal  Death  Rate 

(Stillbirths  plus  infants  dying  at  less  than  one  week  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  25 


6. 


The  following  Table  shows  how  the  Borough  figures,  after  being  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General's  Local  Comparability  Factor,  compare  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 


Live  Birth  Rate 

(Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate) 

(Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births) 


Tamworth 

MB. 


England  and 
Wales 


1.01  1.00 
4  9 


Stillbirth  Rate 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Death  Rate  -  All  ages 

(Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate) 


12 

12 

25 

21 

13 

10 

23 

17 

12.0 

12.0 

1.01 

1.00 

The  following  Table  shows  how  the  figures  for  1973  compare  with  those  for  immediately 
preceding  years:- 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live  Birth 
Rate  per  1000 
Home  popln 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death  Rate 
(Deaths 
under  4  wks) 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Perinatal 

Morta  lity 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

1966 

33, 200 

24.2 

20.8 

15. 

20 

34.2 

10.5 

1967 

34, 600 

25. 1 

20. 

7. 

8 

28. 

8.  8 

1968 

35,  970 

23.4 

12. 

7. 

14 

18. 

9.0 

1969 

37,  360 

23.0 

14. 

7. 

15 

17. 

9. 1 

1970 

39,  090 

20.6 

18. 

16. 

19 

32. 

9.3 

1971 

40,  940 

22.3 

16. 

8. 

13 

24. 

9.5 

1972 

43, 830 

22.6 

13. 

10 

14 

21 

9.2 

1973 

46,  9b0 

21.3 

12 

13 

23 

25 

12.0 

7. 


Death  from  all  causes 


Male  Female  Total 

218  192  410 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

8.7 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability 
factor  1. 38) 

12.0 

NOTE?  This  comparability  factor  is 

obtained  and  used  on  a  similar 
principle  to  that  for  compara¬ 
bility  for  births 


Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  12.0 
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Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

1973 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

M 

6 

2 

5 

6 

5 

2 

3 

Hypertensive  disease 

F 

2 

3 

5 

2 

7 

2 

3 

M 

65 

49 

53 

61 

57 

49 

44 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

39 

F 

35 

47 

44 

30 

29 

26 

M 

9 

9 

10 

6 

6 

7 

7 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

18 

12 

F 

12 

7 

7 

9 

11 

M 

16 

34 

29 

25 

22 

23 

25 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

27 

F 

28 

28 

32 

19 

26 

35 

M 

3 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

F 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

1 

- 

M 

15 

17 

13 

9 

12 

13 

17 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

F 

11 

26 

18 

8 

23 

19 

14 

M 

3 

2 

3 

1 

Influenza 

F 

— 

3 

2 

2 

“ 

- 

M 

6 

27 

14 

8 

4 

8 

4 

Pneumonia 

F 

15 

13 

9 

7 

10 

3 

4 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

M 

19 

16 

14 

15 

12 

12 

9 

F 

4 

6 

5 

6 

1 

4 

3 

M 

1 

1 

Asthma 

1 

F 

“ 

1 

“ 

“ 

- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

M 

3 

2 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

F 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

M 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Peptic  ulcer 

F 

1 

1 

1 

1 

M 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

F 

1 

*” 

2 

1 

*“ 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

M 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

including  cirrhosis  of  liver 

F 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

M 

- 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

M 

1 

Other  diseases,  Genito-Urinary  system 

F 

4 

1 

“ 

“ 

“ 

M 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

F 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

M 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

Congenital  anomalies 

1 

F 

3 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

M 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

F 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

M 

4 

2 

3 

4 

2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

F 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

M 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

_ 

11 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

F 

2 

3 

4 

3 

1 

4 

6 

M 

7 

6 

1 

5 

6 

2 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

F 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents  and  other  external 

M 

2 

3 

1 

2 

6 

3 

4 

causes 

F 

5 

6 

2 

3 

2 

1 

- 

M 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

F 

1 

1 

1 

- 

M 

1 

3 

3 

6 

Other  diseases  unclassified 

1 

1 

1 

F 

- 

- 

- 

5 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

218 

217 

211 

204 

194 

179 

169 

F 

192 

186 

176 

160 

145 

145 

135 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

The  Borough  Council  is  the  Sanitary  Authority  responsible  for  the  environmental  services. 

It  has  no  major  responsibilities  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  and  the  County  Council  is 
the  local  health  authority.  As  such  it  is  responsible  for  the  following  services:- 

Matemity  and  Child  Welfare,  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Ambulance  Service,  School  Health  Service, 
Chiropody 

Health  Visiting,  "care  and  after  care"  and  the  provision  of  the  Home  Nursing. 
Section  21  of  the  Act  imposes  on  the  County  Council  the  duty  of  providing 
Health  Centres 

In  pursuance  of  these  responsibilities  the  County  Council  brought  the  following  facilities 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough:- 


1 ,  Ambulance  Service  (Section  27) 

There  are  6  ambulances/cars  with  a  staff  of  16  based  at  the  local  ambulance  station,  which 
is  now  operating  7  a.m.  to  midnight  on  7  days  per  week.  For  calls  outside  these  hours  ambulances 
are  supplied  from  other  County  stations. 


2.  Maternity.  Home  Nursing  and  Child  Health  Services  (Sections  23,  25  and  29) 

The  services  outlined  here  operate  also  in  the  rural  areas  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Tamworth  and  not  only  the  Borough. 

There  are  6  County  Council  midwives  -  full  time  and  9  District  Nurses,  full  and  part  time. 

The  County  Council  is  also  responsible  for  other  special  health  services  -  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  the  School  Health  Service.  There  are  8  Health  Visitors  assisted  by  2  school  clinic 
nurses  available  for  ante-natal  and  child  health  work  and  during  the  year  the  attachment  of  Health 
Visitors  to  family  practitioners  which  was  started  in  1970  appeared  to  be  functioning  satisfactorily. 

A  Health  Visitor  who  specializes  in  Tuberculosis  works  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  L.  G.  Maclachlan 
for  contact  tracing. 

There  are  6  Child  Health  Clinics  in  the  Borough  as  listed  below,  providing  facilities  for 
Infant  Welfare,  School  Health,  Speech  Therapy,  Chiropody,  Cervical  Cytology,  Ante-Natal,  E.  N.Tf, 
and  Ophthalmic  Care.  In  addition  facilities  are  provided  for  the  Family  Planning  Association  to  hold 
clinics  at  the  Tamworth  Health  Centre  only, 

Tamworth  Health  Centre 

Amington 

Belgrave 

Dosthill 

Fazeley 

Hockley 
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Immunisation  and  Vaccinations  of  Children 


BORN 

IN 

1973 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1966  - 

1969 

'Others  of  School 
Age 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

(a)  No.  of  children  who  received  a 
primary  couree  of  protection 
either  singly  or  in  combination 
in  1973 

2 

565 

162 

28 

17 

5 

(b)  No.  of  children  who  received 
a  reinforcing  injection  in  1973 

- 

- 

1 

1 

747 

31 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

(a)  No.  of  children  who  received 
primary  courae  of  protection, 
either  singly  or  in  combination 
in  1973 

2 

532 

133 

26 

3 

(b)  No.  of  children  who  received  a 
reinforcing  injection  in  1973 

- 

- 

1 

1 

105 

4 

Tetanus  Inoculation 

(a)  No.  of  children  who  received 
primary  course  of  protection, 
either  singly  or  in  combination 
in  1973 

2 

565 

162 

28 

17 

5 

(b)  No.  of  children  who  received  a 
reinforcing  injection  in  1973 

- 

- 

1 

1 

751 

206 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  (Oral) 

(a)  Primary 

2 

577 

24? 

28 

19 

7 

(b)  Reinforcing 

- 

- 

1 

3 

752 

208 

Measles  Vaccination 

- 

171 

244 

41 

51 

5 

Rubella  Vaccination 
(13  year  old  girls) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

115 

Smallpox  vaccinations  are  no  longer  recorded. 


11. 


Laboratory  Facilities  (Section  26) 


Tamworth  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Stafford.  This  is  directed 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  Board  for  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  as 
a  component  of  a  free  national  laboratory  service  for  England  and  Wales.  The  work  of  the  laboratory 
is  designed  to  assist  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  general  practitioners  in  the  diagnosis, 
prevention  and  control  of  communicable  diseases.  Its  activities  include  the  examination  of  throat 
and  nose  swabs,  sputum,  blood  and  excretia  of  human  origin  as  aids  to  diagnosis  of  suspected  or 
actual  infections  diseases.  Its  sanitary  work  includes  mainly  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
drinking  water,  the  testing  of  sampled  milk  for  cleanliness  and  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacillic 
and  other  pathogenic  organisms,  the  bacteriological  testing  of  food  samples,  ice  cream,  synthetic 
cream  and  shell-fish  as  distributed  to  the  consumer.  It'S  staff  is  available  to  participate  in  the 
investigation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  area  which  it  serves,  with  the  general  aim  of 
preventing  or  controlling  disease. 
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SECTION  C 


Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 


The  following  Table  1  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year  and  also  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease  notified  during  the  preceding  five 
years,  while  Table  11  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  deaths  during  1973 
together  with  notifications  and  mortality  for  the  preceding  five  years. 

The  absence  of  Whooping  Cough  reflects  the  successful  use  of  immunisation  of  infants.  However, 
at  the  present  time  the  possibility  of  Whooping  Cough  immunisation  being  responsible  for  causing  brain 
damage  in  children  is  under  consideration  and  many  parents  are  declining  this  vaccine.  It  is  likely  that 
the  present  increasing  use  of  measles  vaccine  will  bring  about  a  similar  marked  decrease  in  the  incidence 
of  naturally  occurring  measles.  The  large  increase  in  cases  reported  this  year  may  in  part  at  least  be 
due  to  more  consistent  notification,  whilst  the  recently  introduced  German  Measles  vaccine  offered  to 
girls  of  13  years  and  over  should  be  reflected  in  the  decreased  incidence  of  foetal  abnormalities  in 
future  years 

Table  1  -  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Smallpox 

f 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

3 

4 

10 

4 

4 

4 

5 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Fever 

r- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  (acute)  Infective 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  (acute)  Post  Infections 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

C erebro-spinal  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  . 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

•p 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

2 

1 

1 

7 

8 

- 

- 

Measles 

15 

234 

106 

5 

107 

132 

59 

297 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

2 

Dysentery 

- 

3 

1 

2 

3. 

1 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

11 

3 

1 

TOTAL 


38  243  119 


20  123  157 


78  306 


Table  11  -  Tuberculosis  new  Cases  and  Mortality 


Y  ear 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1973 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1972 

4 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1971 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1970 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1969 

6 

5 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1968 

8 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1967 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1966 

9 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  | 

Tuberculosis  Incidence 
Notified  Cases  in  Tamworth  M.B. 


Population 

No.  of  New  Cases 

Rate/ 1. 000 

1968 

35, 970 

11  (excluding  1  inward 
transfer) 

0.305 

1969 

37,  360 

10  (excluding  8  inward 
transfers) 

0.267 

1970 

39,  090 

4  (excluding  2  inward 
tra  nsfers) 

0.103 

1971 

40,  940 

NIL 

0.0 

1972 

43, 830 

6  (excluding  2  inward 
transfers) 

0.136 

1973 

46, 960 

4 

0.087 

omparable  Size  Areas 

Stafford  Borough: 

1973 

54,  860 

6 

0.11 

Seisdon  Rural: 

1973 

39,450 

6 

0.14 

County  Case  Rate: 

1968 

0.10 

1969 

0.10 

1970 

0.10 

1971 

0.12 

1972 

0.08 

1973 

0.07 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 


THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chai rman 


and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Safety  Committee 


Mr.  Mayor,  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Safety  Committee 

I  am  privileged  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Department  for  the  year 
1973.  Members  will  appreciate  that  its  content  reflects  mostly  upon  the  former  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Burfield,  who  resigned  on  31st  October  1973,  and  partly  upon  Mr.  G.J.  Watts,  and 
it  will  be  apparent  that  without  the  support  of  an  enlightened  Committee  and  a  competent  staff  there 
would  have  been  little  to  report. 

Coming  to  Tamworth  from  elsewhere  necessitated  a  critical  examination  of  policy,  working 
method  and  output  of  the  Department.  It  is  heartening  to  report  that  the  functions  of  the  Environmental 
Health  Section  were  organised  on  the  soundest  possible  basis  and  output  was  high. 

This  report  was  in  course  of  preparation  at  the  time  the  Committee  considered  the  prepared 
position  statement.  Members  expressed  a  wish  to  see  in  lay  terms  a  resume  of  the  Departmental  functions 
rather  than  bald  statistics,  and  for  this  reason  the  report  is  present  in  this  form,  although  the  figures 
themselves  are  inevitable. 

The  purpose  of  the  report  is  well  understood  but  it  is  easy  to  overlook  the  fact  that  primarily 
it  is  to  be  read  by  members  whose  backgrounds  are  so  diverse.  Secondly  it  is  used  by  a  great  number  of 
outside  bodies  for  statistical  or  comparison  purposes. 

The  timing  of  the  report  was  also  put  in  question  but  it  was  accepted  that  presentation 
before  the  late  summer  is  hardly  practical  due  to  the  fact  that  certain  statistics  in  the  Medical  Officer's 
report  are  not  available  until  early  summer. 

With  the  Reorganisation  effective  from  1st  April  1974  and  the  Medical  Officer's  reports  no 
longer  presented  to  the  Council,  it  should  be  possible  to  present  an  Environmental  Health  report  from 
that  date  so  much  quicker. 

It  would  be  remiss  of  me  to  omit  to  record  appreciation  to  all  those  who  have  provided 
information  and  assisted  in  the  correlation  of  this  report. 


Food  Premises 


All  food  premises  are  the  subject  of  a  minimum  of  three  inspections  per  annum  and  where 
contraventions  are  found,  such  as  those  appearing  in  the  table,  the  follow-up  visit  is  made  in  either  a 
few  days  in  respect  of  breaches  of  the  standard  of  cleanliness  or  a  month  for  items  of  a  structural  nature, 
such  as  a  new  floor  or  retiling  a  wall. 

Neither  casual  nor  selective  inspection  is  the  practice,  all  food  rooms  are  examined  but  those 
of  a  lower  standard  receive  more  frequent  visits.  Structural  equipment,  fittings,  storage,  display  and 
despatch  are  scrutinised  together  with  the  personal  cleanliness  of  the  staff  and  their  protective  clothing. 

An  opportunity  is  taken  to  explain  the  purpose  of  the  inspection  and  to  discuss  the  reasons 
for  our  requirements.  Health  Education  is  most  important  yet  extremely  difficult  to  'get  across'  in  many 
instances  because  the  food  trade  employs  such  a  wide  cross  section  of  the  community.  The  response  varies 
from  enthusiasm  to  apathy. 

Not  nearly  enough  time  is  devoted  to  this  branch  of  Education,  and  this  point  is  enlarged  on  at 
Page  29.  Some  bacteriological  examinations  of  surfaces  which  come  into  contact  with  food  together  with 
other  examinations  in  depth  is  both  desirable  and  necessary  to  improve  food  hygiene  to  ensure  that  advice 
we  give  is  soundly  based  and  to  check  the  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  routine. 
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(a)  List  of  Food  Premises 


(1)  Butchers,  Cooked  Meat  shops  and  Manufacturing  premises  registered 


under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  43 

(2)  Premises  registered  for  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  135 

(3)  Premises  registered  for  Milk  Distribution  78 

(4)  Fish  Friers  15 

(5)  Fishmongers  4 

(6)  Greengrocers  17 

( 7)  Hotels  2 

(8)  Cafes/Restaurants  13 

(9)  Factory  Canteens  59 

(10)  Public  Houses  and  other  Licensed  Premises  37 

(11)  Clubs  15 

(12)  Food  Manufacturers  18 

(13)  Wholesale  Shops/Warehouses  13 

(14)  Mobile  Vendors  (Vans  -  Tamworth  based)  51 

(15)  General  Grocers  78 


Food  Inspection 

Food  stocks  in  warehouses,  shops,  storerooms  and  shelves  are  the  subject  of  constant  periodic  checks 
for  soundness  and  date  coding.  Inspections  also  follow  consumer  complaints  and  the  position  is  usually 
rectified  by  giving  instructions  and  advice  on  the  necessity  for  regular  stock  rotation.  A  limited  amount 
of  temperature  control  checks  were  undertaken,  quite  apart  from  the  regular  examination  of  refrigerated 
display  checks.  During  the  year  the  Minister  called  upon  certain  authorities  to  carry  out  selective 
temperature  checks.  Tamworth  was  not  selected.  It  is  thought  that  a  standard  of  temperature  control 
is  likely. 


65  consumer  complaints  were  investigated  and  this  is  roughly  the  average  for  recent  years.  In  18 
cases  only  was  it  resolved  to  take  legal  proceedings.  The  table  below  shows  the  actual  fines  imposed  by 
the  Courts  for  successful  prosecutions  during  the  year  but  these  represented  only  the  most  flagrant  offences. 


Description  of  Offences 


Statute  Contravened 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 


Penalty 


Liver  containing  metal 

Sec. 

2 

Fine  £25  with  £10  costs 

Wire  in  biscuits 

Sec, 

2 

Fine  £25  with  £10  costs 

Larvae  in  Hamburgers 

Sec. 

2 

Fine  £50  with  £12  costs 

Insect  in  Cut  Peel 

Sec. 

2 

Fine  £10  with  £15  costs 

Brown  flake  in  Horlicks 

Sec, 

2 

Fine  £20  with  £15  costs 

Stone  in  Fmit  and  Nut  Chocolate 

Sec, 

2 

Fine  £30  with  £15  costs 

Polythene  in  Chicken  and  Peas  Pie  filling 

Sec. 

2 

Fine  £25  with  £12  costs 

Mouldy  Pork  Pie 

Sec. 

8 

Fine  £30  with  £18  costs 

Stone  in  Pie 

Sec. 

2 

Fine  £20  with  £12  costs 

Dropping  on  Lamb  Chops 

Sec. 

112 

Fine  £20 

Mouldy  Cream  Trifle 

Sec. 

2 

Fine  £20  with  £12  costs 

16. 


The  food  trade  reacts  in  various  ways  to  consumer  complaints,  in  most  cases  the  reputable 
firms  go  to  considerable  lengths  to  reassure  their  customer  and  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  a  repeat. 

Let  it  not  be  thought  that  the  food  trade  has  not  the  interest  of  its  public  in  mind,  but  without  investigations 
and  enforcement  of  standards  by  the  Local  Authorities  it  is  doubtful  if  the  standards  we  now  take  for  granted 
would  have  been  achieved.  It  is  out  belief  that  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  public  call  us  in  when  they 
suspect  or  are  dissatisfied  with  food. 

The  Council  has  a  clear  duty  in  this  respect. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  -  Analysis  of  Contraventions 

Items 


Contraventions 

Noted 


No  soap,  towels,  nailbrushes  to  wash  hand  basin  21 

Wash  hand  basins  required  5 

Water  closets  and  wash  hand  basin  not  conveniently  accessible  to  the  staff  2 

Lack  of  hot  water  supply  to  sink  and  wash  hand  basin  18 

Defective  sinks  19 

Dirty  or  defective  water  closet  compartment  60 

"Wash-hands"  notice  to  water  closet  compartment  not  displayed  6 

Lack  of  or  inadequate  ventilation  4 

No  intervening  ventilated  space  between  water  closet  compartment  and  food 
preparation  rooms  7 

Inadequate  artificial  lighting  43 

Disrepair  and  dirty  conditions  in  food  preparation  rooms  and  adjoining  passages /stairways  380 

Smoking  in  food  room  5 

Food  preparation  working  surfaces  in  need  of  resurfacing  49 

Food  not  suitably  stored  21 

Foodstuffs  on  sale  "out  of  code"  6 

Incorrect  storage  of  frozen  foods  5 

Foodstuffs  open  to  risk  of  contamination  12 

Food  and  storerooms  used  for  purposes  other  than  intended  7 

Accumulations  of  refuse  25 

No  suitable  containers  with  lid  for  waste  food  disposal  8 

Dirty  equipment  89 

Damaged  equipment  49 

Refrigerators  requiring  repair  and  re-decoration  73 

Room  unsuitable  for  preparation  of  open  food  2 

Beer  drop  -  defects  to  head  of  beer  drop  allowing  dirt  and  debris  access  to  cellar  8 

Cellar  head  requires  repair  1 

Suitable  accommodation  for  clothing  not  provided  16 

No  protective  clothing  3 

Defective  drainage  and  gullies  5 

Insufficient  or  no  first  aid  materials  28 


17. 


The  food  trade  surrender  to  the  Department  large  quantities  of  food  which  is  either  suspect 
or  unsaleable,  usually  due  to  refrigeration  breakdown  or  old  or  damaged  stocks  of  canned  foods.  The 
majority  is  not  unfit  but  rather  than  put  the  public  at  risk  the  trade  takes  a  most  responsible  attitude  to 
the  loss.  The  extent  of  our  involvement  is  seen  in  the  table.  The  practice  of  food  on  sale  or  return 
basis  is  worrying  because  it  is  open  to  so  much  abuse.  All  shopkeepers  handling  foodstuffs  have  been 
circulated  with  an  advisory  leaflet  for  their  protection  and  guidance,  pointing  out  the  dangers  of  this 
practice  if  incorrectly  carried  out.  All  food  surrendered  is  collected  by  the  Department  and  buried  at 
the  tip  under  supervision. 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned 


(1) 

Meat  (a)  Slaughterhouses  carcase  meat  and  offal 

(b)  Retail  shops  carcase  meat  and  offal 

1  ton 

(2) 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

- 

(3) 

Canned  Meats 

- 

(4) 

Other  canned  foods 

2  tons 

(5) 

Fruit  and  vegetables  (fresh) 

- 

(6) 

Frozen  Foods  -  freezer  breakdowns 

6  tons 

(7) 

Other  foods 

1  ton 

Total  10  tons 


Meat  Inspection 

All  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  are  inspected  post  mortem  and  many  are  seen  ante 
mortem  at  the  three  private  licensed  slaughterhouses.  The  standard  of  beasts  is  exceptionally  high 
and  dressing  and  handling  is  of  the  proper  standard.  There  is  no  regular  casualty  slaughter  or  trade  in 
meat  for  manufacturing  industry.  The  premises  fall  short  in  some  respects  of  the  modern  abattoirs  but 
with  the  personal  interest  of  the  licenceholders  and  the  insistence  on  sound  practices  and  cleansing 
routine,  the  end  product  compares  favourably. 

Your  officers  incise  glands,  palpate  organs  and  physically  examine  all  carcases  and  offal  at 
the  time  of,  or  immediately  after,  slaughter.  The  routine  examination  takes  place  to  detect  or  check 
incidence  of  disease  and  the  parasites  transmissible  to  man.  The  days  have  gone  when  butchers  attempted 
to  slaughter  and  sell  diseased  or  inferior  meat  and  delighted  in  "getting  it  passed"  on  indifferent 
inspection.  The  conflict  situation  does  not  exist. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  ensure  that  once  rejected,  meat  or  offal  cannot  be  returned  to  sale 
by  accident  or  design. 

The  table  indicates  the  extent  of  our  work  and  the  comparatively  small  amount  rejected  is 
indicative  of  the  quality. 
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The  number  of  animals  killed  increased  during  the  year  from  15,  869  to  16,  889. 


Carcases  inspected 
and  condemned 

Cattle 

excluding  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
and  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

1747 

25 

6 

7752 

7359 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

Cystic  eri 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

259 

3 

- 

295 

1300 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

Cystic  erci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

11 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sampling 


Tamworth  Borough,  despite  its  size,  is  not  a  Food  and  Drugs  authority;  the  checking  of 
food  for  content  of  illegal  additive  or  colouring  for  false  labelling  etc.  rests  with  the  County  Council. 
The  Council's  sampling  function  is  confined  to  bacteriological  examinations  and  during  the  year  119 
were  submitted  with  the  following  results:-  of  107  Ice  Cream  samples  taken  only  6  failed  to  satisfy 
Grade  One  of  the  methylene  blue  test.  12  samples  of  fresh  Ice  Cream  were  also  taken  of  which  7 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  Environmental  Health  Department,  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security,  were  called  upon  to  trace  canned  corned  beef  of  overseas  origin  which  was  suspect. 
One  hundred  and  three  visits  were  made  and  15  of  the  suspected  cans  found. 

Mobile  Food  Vendors 

No  registration  or  licensing  system  exists.  Enforcement  action  is  taken  to  ensure  that  a 
standard  of  food  hygiene  commensurate  with  the  circumstances  is  maintained.  By  no  means  can  we 
ensure  that  all  vehicles  undergo  regular  scrutiny  but  'spot'  checks  are  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  his  District  whenever  the  opportunity  arises.  46  vehicle  inspections  were  made  and  41 
contraventions  noted,  the  appropriate  action  being  taken. 

Market  Stalls 


Because  they  are  let  by  the  Department  and  the  market  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Inspector  it  is  possible  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  Regulations  1966. 

Caravans 


The  Borough  has  three  licensed  residential  sites  housing  130  caravans.  At  one  site  a 
transition  began  from  the  caravan  to  a  much  more  spacious  dwelling  -  the  mobile  home.  The  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960  empowers  the  local  authorities  to  control  conditions  as  a 
condition  of  the  site  licence.  There  are  model  standards  governing  approaches,  sanitary  accommodation 
and  the  like  which  seek  to  unify  the  standard  nationally. 

Two  sites  met  the  standard  whilst  the  third  was  the  subject  of  pressure  to  comply  but  by  the 
end  of  the  year  it  could  not  be  reported  that  the  standard  had  been  met. 

There  are  no  sites  allocated  for  Itinerants. 
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Factories 


The  Council's  responsibility  ends  at  sanitary  accommodation  in  mechanically  powered 
factories  and  extends  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  drainage  and  sanitation 
in  those  without  mechanical  power.  The  latter  no  longer  exist  in  Tamworth  but  156  visits  were  made 
to  others  and  47  contraventions  found. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Minister  to  use  the  powers  of  default  action  which  exists  if 
a  Council  fails  in  its  duty;  nor  for  the  Borough  to  take  enforcement  action. 


(a)  Outworkers 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of  work 

No.  of  Outworkers 
in  August  list 
required  by 
Section  133(l)(c) 

No.  of  cases 

of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

No,  of 

Prosecutions 

for  failure  to 
supply  lists 

No,. of  instances 

of  work  in 

unwholesome 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel 
making  etc. 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

File  making 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Work  done 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  where  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

158 

156 

21 

- 

(iii)Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers  premises) 

. 

TOTAL 

158 

156 

21 

- 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

The  enforcement  of  safe  and  healthy  conditions  of  work  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
local  authority  with  the  Act  of  1963.  Premises  were  required  to  register  and  the  Act  brought  with  it  standards 
of  lighting,  heating,  ventilation,  sanitary  accommodation,  means  of  taking  meals,  along  with  safety 
standards  on  staircases,  lifts,  hoists  and  office  and  food  slicing  machines  not  previously  within  the  purview 
of  the  Factory  Inspectorate. 

The  extent  of  our  work  is  apparent  from  the  table  and  the  436  registered  premises  received 
478  inspections.  The  rate  of  inspection  is  probably  better  than  in  some  larger  authorities  where  it  is 
known  that  100%  registration  has  not  yet  been  achieved. 

To  come  within  the  Act  the  persons  must  be  employed  on  a  premise  for  a  minimum  of  21 
hours  per  week. 

New  provisions  covering  health  and  safety  at  work  are  now  underway  and  as  it  proceeds  to 
law  a  greater  duty  will  be  imposed  upon  the  Council.  Its  operation  will  not  be  confined  to  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 
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Inspections  and  Contraventions 


The  number  of  registered  premises  rose  from  411  in  1972  to  436  in  1973 
Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  Premises 
registered  during  the  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  at  end  of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

9 

112 

51 

Retail  Shops 

12 

269 

149 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

1 

13 

12 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  public,  canteens 

5 

42 

12 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

27 

436 

224 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises  under  the  Act  -  478 


Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

Contraventions 

Total 

Complied  with 

4 

Cleanliness 

48 

80 

5 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

6 

Temperature 

33 

70 

7 

Ventilation 

8 

2 

8 

Lighting 

12 

12 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

19 

23 

10 

Washing  facilities 

3 

1 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

- 

- 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

4 

3 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

- 

- 

14 

Seats  (sedentary  workers) 

- 

- 

15 

Eating  facilities 

- 

- 

16 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  etc. 

38 

52 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  machinery 

1 

2 

18 

Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous  machinery 

-7 

A 

19 

Training  of  young  persons  working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

- 

- 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

- 

- 

24 

First  Aid 

37 

28 

- 

Hoists  and  lifts 

3 

6 

Other  matters 

Premises  not  registered 

28 

19 

Abstract  of  Act  not  provided 

29 

28 

Other  items 

1 

- 

271 

330 

Prosecutions 


Number  of  prosecutions  NIL 

Number  of  convictions  NIL 


Reported  Accidents 


Workplace 

Number 

fatal 

Reported 

Non-fatal 

Total 

Number 

Investigated 

Action  Recommended 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Advice 

Offices 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Retail  Shops 

- 

6 

6 

6 

Wholesale  shops/warehouses 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

public,  canteens 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

- 

9 

9 

- 

9 

Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Offices 

Retail 

Shops 

Wholesale 

warehouses 

Establishments 
open  to  public, 

canteens 

Fuel 

storage 

Depots 

Machinery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Transport 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Falls  of  persons 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against  object 
or  person 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Handling  goods 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Struck  by  falling  object 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fire  and  explosions 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Electricity 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Use  of  hand  tools 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Not  otherwise  specified 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Shops  Acts 

The  Department  has  little  to  report.  Activity  has  declined  to  enforcement  of  closing  hours, 
and  Sunday  trading  limits.  When  first  enacted  in  1934  it  provided  a  protection  for  employees  against 
excessive  hours  and  poor  working  conditions.  These  functions  have  largely  been  taken  by  other  means 
and  events. 


Water  Supplies 

The  abundancy  and  reliability  is  now  something  we  all  take  for  granted.  There  are  still  3 
premises  served  by  wells.  Regular  sampling  was  maintained  as  the  table  shows,  and  the 
appropriate  advice  given. 

Drinking  Water  samples 

Number  of  Samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
1  1 
42 


Chemical  samples 
Bacteriological  samples 


22.. 


41 


1 


Swimming  Bath  Water 


In  addition  to  the  regular  checks  made  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Baths  17  Chemical  and  111 
Bacteriological  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  Environmental  Health  Department. 

The  fact  that  the  P.H.  (acidity  and  alkalinity)  varied  from  the  recommended  standard  brought  a 
classification  of  "unsatisfactory"  on  occasions  from  the  County  Analyst.  This  was  investigated  and  it  was 
found  that  optimum  operating  conditions  of  the  Tamworth  Baths  plant  is  achieved  with  a  P.H.  of  7.  2  -  7.3. 
With  satisfactory  Bacteriological  results  the  public  is  not  at  risk. 

These  results  reflect  an  entirely  different  set  of  circumstances  than  those  which  concluded  that 
the  plant  was  not  operating  properly. 

The  County  Health  Officer  apparently  checks  and  samples  at  school  swimming  pools  in  the  Borough; 
it  is  thought  that  this  service  will  cease  in  1974. 

(a)  Open-air  pool,  Castle  Pleasure  Grounds 


Number  of  Samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
Chemical  samples  -  - 

Bacteriological  samples  4  4  - 

(b)  Indoor  swimming  pools.  Castle  Pleasure  Grounds 


Number  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Chemical  samples 

16 

4 

12 

Bacteriological  samples 

69 

66 

3 

Pest  Control 

The  Borough's  service  must  rank  with  the  best  of  municipal  services.  The  service  given  indicates 
that  the  need  has  been  recognised  and  the  Council  have  implemented  the  service  with  a  properly  equipped 
team  of  two  trained  and  skilled  men. 

A  comprehensive  service  operates.  All  insect  pests  are  treated  on  domestic  premises.  All  rodent 
pests  are  treated  but  the  cost  to  industrial  and  commercial  enterprises  is  recharged,  52  contracts  for 
treatment  operated  during  the  year  and  for  this  type  of  premise  brought  in  an  income  of  approximately  £500. 

In  all  approximately  800  premises  were  visited  and  a  total  of  1598  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


Sewers 


Kettlebrook,  Two  Gates,  Dosthill  and  the  Wilnecote  areas  were  treated  with  Fluoracetamide. 


Pigeon  Nuisance 

The  control  of  feral  pigeons  is  a  necessity;  this  goes  on  unobtrusively  in  order  to  avoid  the  raising 
of  public  objection.  I  see  the  town  pigeon  as  a  vector  of  disease  amongst  birds,  a  fouler  of  public  buildings. 
A  section  of  the  public  see  the  pigeon  as  a  loveable  adornment  of  their  town  square,  a  pet  to  be  encouraged 
and  fed,  and  are  prepared  to  do  physical  harm  and  heap  scorn  upon  those  who  seek  to  control  what  amounts 
to  a  nuisance. 

Dog  Nuisance 

There  are  places  in  the  town  where  the  feral  dog  is  a  danger  and  a  nuisance.  Public  passions  for 
dogs  are  greater  than  for  pigeons  but  it  is  my  view  that  control  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  safety  and 
hygiene.  Once  the  position  nationally  becomes  clear  the  Council  is  advised  to  lose  no  time  in  increasing  the 
Pest  Service  to  cover  stray  unwanted  dogs. 


Housing 


Improvements 

It  is  perhaps  within  the  field  of  private  sector  housing  that  the  Department  made  its  greatest 
contribution.  Since  the  1969  Act  became  operative,  statistically  the  following  has  been  achieved: 


Standard  Grants 

Total 

1969 

Total 

1970 

Total 

1971 

Total 

1972 

Total 

1973 

1. 

Applications  received 

66 

78 

44 

48 

16 

Applications  approved 

47 

59 

45 

36 

27 

Applications  refused 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2. 

No.  of  dwellings  improved 

61 

36 

68 

28 

31 

3. 

Amount  paid  in  grants  £10,051. 8s  9d. 

£5404 

£12015 

£4291 

£6115 

4. 

Average  grant  per  dwelling 

£161 

£150 

£177 

£153 

£197 

5. 

Number  of  amenities  provided: 

(a)  Fixed  bath  or  shower 

50 

27 

56 

21 

26 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin 

51 

30 

57 

22 

28 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  (to  any  fittings) 

51 

34 

60 

22 

28 

(d)  Water  closets 

51 

27 

65 

24 

27 

(e)  Sinks 

1 

8 

9 

1 

1 

6. 

Higher  limit  grants  (included  in  5  above) 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings 

(b)  Additional  Grant  aided  work: 

38 

14 

30 

5 

6 

(i)  No.  of  bathrooms  added 
(ii)  No.  of  piped  water  supplies 

40 

14 

30 

5 

7 

installed 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(iii)  No.  of  septic  tank  or  cesspool 

drainage  systems  installed 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

7. 

Less  than  Full  Standard  (included  in 

5  above): 

Number  of  dwellings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Discretionary  Grants 

1. 

Applications  received 

6 

32 

70 

Ill 

139 

2. 

Applications  approved 

2 

37 

55 

97 

154 

3. 

Applications  refused 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4. 

Number  of  dwellings  provided 
after  conversion 

- 

4 

5 

4 

3 

5. 

Number  of  dwellings  improved 

1 

10 

27 

79 

89 

6. 

Amount  paid  in  grants 

£481 

£5650 

£12,661 

£52, 984 

£61,  840 

7. 

Average  grant  per  dwelling 

£481 

£403 

£396 

£477 

£672 

In  1969  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reported  that  there  was  a  possibility  that  in  five 
years  Tamworth's  housing  problem  could  be  solved.  This  was  well  founded  optimism  and  whilst  Mr. 
Burfield's  prediction  cannot  be  confirmed  it  must  be  concluded  that  response  has  been  good,  that  the 
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policy  of  adopting  the  Parker  Morris  standards  and  making  the  grants  available  as  the  law  intends  has  proved 
to  be  a  success.  The  factors  which  enables  Tamworth  to  adopt  a  policy  towards  the  improvement  of 
older  houses  which  is  so  obviously  successful,  are  (1)  that  the  removal  of  unfit  and  congested  houses  in  the 
larger  areas  took  place  when  it  did  and  now  resources  are  no  longer  needed  for  slum  clearance;  (2) 
provision  of  loans  to  cover  purchase  and  the  applicants  share  of  improvement  and  repair  works  and  (3)  that 
the  level  of  qualified  experienced  staff  is  adequate. 

It  must  be  concluded  that  the  Borough  has  been  well  advised  over  the  years.  Improvement  of 
houses  only,  achieves  an  elevation  in  the  quality  of  life  as  the  house  is  treated  in  isolation.  The  Act 
allows  for  improving  not  only  individual  houses  but  an  area  as  a  whole  -  known  as  General  Improvement 
Areas,  wherein  both  houses  and  their  environment  is  improved  and  a  special  grant  towards  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  environment  is  payable  to  Local  Authorities.  Tamworth  were  early  in  the  field  with  the 
Kettlebrook  General  Improvement  Area  and  the  success  of  that  scheme  is  reflected  in  that  of  (1)  309  houses 
included  in  the  area,  200  were  completely  improved  or  possessed  basic  amenities.  Since  the  making  of 
the  Order  the  Council  has  acquired  29  houses  where  the  owners  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  carry  out 
improvements.  These  are  now  being  improved  by  the  Council.  (2)  Applications  have  also  been  received 
from  the  private  sector  for  improvement  grants.  These  include  the  provision  of  basic  amenities  for  the 
first  time  and  further  improvements  to  bring  the  properties  to  a  higher  standard.  Plans  were  made  and 
groundwork  carried  out  for  the  complete  refurbishing  of  the  area, 

I  would  not  like  to  give  the  impression  that  all  was  well  and  there  was  room  for  complacency. 
There  are  still  a  great  many  houses  capable  of  improvement  and  there  are  still  unfit  houses,  but  most 
of  these  are  in  areas  to  be  dealt  with  by  redevelopment,  road  improvements  etc.,  such  as  the  Glascote 
Village  area  and  areas  on  the  line  of  the  B.5000  and  A. 5  road  where  living  conditions  are  far  from 
satisfactory.  The  fact  that  no  firm  planning  commitment  exists  precludes  action  by  all  parties  and  is 
reflected  in  a  diminishing  quality  of  life. 


Compulsory  Improvement  of  Dwellings  (Sections  19  and  20  Housing  Act  1964) 

35  representations  were  made  to  the  Council  requiring  the  improvement  of  dwellings.  19 
Immediate  Improvement  Notices  were  served. 


Demolition  and  Closure  of  Unfit  Houses 


Individual  unfit  houses  not  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense 

1972 

1973 

Undertakings  accepted  (Section  16) 

NIL 

14 

Closing  Orders  made 

34 

14 

Demolition  Orders  Made 

NIL 

NIL 

Houses  demolished  after  demolition  orders 

Number  of  displaced  persons: 

28 

4 

(a)  Individuals 

37 

34 

(b)  Families 

18 

8 

(ii)  Clearance  Areas  -  Section  42  -  Housing  Act  1957 


Houses  demolished  following  clearance  orders 

Number  of  persons  displaced: 

19 

15 

(a)  Individuals 

38 

27 

(b)  Families 

17 

18 

New  Houses 


Houses  constructed  during  1973: 


Private 

526 

Local  Authority 

93 

Housing  Associations 

245 
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Noise  Abatement 


The  public  made  37  complaints  which  required  205  visits  to  investigate  them.  There  were 
five  principal  sources  which  gave  rise  to  complaint.  It  was  possible  to  bring  about  certain  reductions 
by  informal  action.  The  table  indicates  the  year's  involvement. 


Industrial 

Commercial 

Domestic 

Others 

TOTAL 

No.  of  nuisances  confirmed 

12 

3 

6 

7 

28 

No.  of  nuisances  remedied 
informally 

6 

3 

6 

7 

22 

No.  of  nuisance  orders  under 
Sec.  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  abatement  notices 
under  Sec.  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

There  exists  no  statutory  levels  and  nuisance  has  to  be  proved.  The  definition  that  any  noise 
which  is  excessive,  unreasonable  or  unnecessary  is  a  statutory  nuisance,  and  therefore  actionable,  is  of 
little  use  in  practice.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  Council  sought  enforcement  of  a  standard  better  than  the 
recommendations  of  the  Final  Report  on  Noise  1963,  the  Courts  would  agree.  It  is  certain  that  the 
public  is  disturbed  by  noise  at  much  lower  levels  than  the  Wilson  recommendations. 

Briefly  and  very  typical  is  that  a  single  resident  in  a  mixed  residential/industrial  commercial 
area  complains  of  a  continuous  hum  from  a  workshop  all  day  and  most  nights,  tolerable  by  day  and 
intrusive  by  night  and  when  investigated  the  following  is  found. 

Complaint  received  concerning  noise  emitted  from  factory  in  a  predominantly  residential  area. 

The  factory  is  working  24  hours  a  day,  6  days  a  week.  The  source  of  complaint  is  a  cooling 

fan  from  a  compressor  unit. 

Readings 

Readings  from  complainant's  house  during  the  day  58  dBA 

Readings  from  complainant's  house  during  the  night  52  dBA 

Permitted  Levels 

The  basic  criterion  for  noise  is  set  down  inBs.  4142  made  under  the  Wilson  Report  in  1963. 

dBA 


Basic  criterion  for  predominantly  residential  area  50 

Correction  for  type  of  district  +10 

Correction  for  daytime  +  5 

Correction  for  night  time  "  5 

.  Permitted  reading  for  day  time  65 

Permitted  reading  for  night  time  60 


Both  actual  readings  are  lower  than  those  recommended  in  the  Wilson  Report. 

Therefore  no  formal  action  can  be  taken. 

The  Council  has  no  case,  yet  it  is  known  that  the  complaint  has  every  justification.  Fortunately 
informal  action  has  been  remarkably  successful,  but  it  must  be  concluded  that  the  standard  is  too  low. 

The  exemption  which  exists  for  the  Statutory  undertakers  raised  little  difficulty.  Requests  to 
abate  noise  were  successful  on  most  occasions. 

The  most  intrusive  noise  is  that  of  traffic.  The  Department  continued  to  build  up  information. 
The  Noise  Insulation  Regulations  gave  some  indication  that  incideous  evil  of  noise  is  being  recognised. 
Control  is  exceedingly  difficult*  and  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  General  Council  are 
considering  a  concept  of  Noise  Control  in  Free  Zones.  There  advice  must  be  tested  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Planning  plays  a  part  in  noise  reduction  by  insistence  of  limits  at  the  extremity  of  premises. 

It  applies  only  to  new  factories  etc.  but  our  comments  are  sought,  and  on  the  advice  of  the  Department 
a  level  is  put  on  as  a  condition. 

One  other  factor  is  bound  to  reduce  the  noise  levels  in  certain  places,  this  is  traffic  diversion  by 
means  of  by-pass  routes.  This  Borough  must  have  a  strong  case  and  therefore  the  Department  must  be 
prepared  to  produce  the  figures,  at  the  optimum  time,  which  indicate  the  noise  problems. 

Great  strides  have  been  made  in  this  field  in  the  decade,  but  still  we  are  unable  to  assist  a 
great  many  complainants  with  what  we  consider  to  be  modest  requests. 


Air  Pollution  Control 


The  Council's  function  in  domestic  and  industrial  smoke  control  is  well  understood.  The  table 
indicates  the  progress  and  for  a  "white  area  authority"  it  reflects  the  forward  thinking  of  my  predecessor 
and  the  Council. 

The  public  are  responsive  to  improved  heating  and  in  due  course  it  is  for  us  to  consider  if  the 
time  is  not  ripe  to  amalgamate  the  remaining  programme  and  thus  allow  those  who  wish, to  take  earlier 
advantage  of  the  grant  assisted  improved  heating. 

The  swing  to  gas  in  the  domestic  field  and  to  gas  and  oil  in  the  Industrial  side  is  quite  remarkable 
and  has  greatly  enhanced  the  programme. 


Domestic  Pollution 

No.  7  Smoke  Control  Order  was  made  but  not  confirmed  until  1974. 


Order 

No. 

District 

No.  of 

Houses 

No.  of  other 
buildings 

Made 

Date 

Confirmed 

Operative 

1 

Coton  Lane 

517 

5 

15.  8.67 

22.  1.68 

1.10.68 

2 

Belgrave 

2150 

11 

14.11.67 

16.  9.68 

1.  9.69 

3 

Leyfields/Ashby  Road 

1700 

24 

17.12.68 

27.  2.69 

1.10.69 

4 

Wigginton  Road 

1229 

22 

28.10.69 

21.  5.70 

1.10.72 

5 

Glascote  Heath 

145 

13 

15.  9.70 

11.  2.71 

1.10. 71 

6 

Kettlebrook  and 

Two  Gates 

921 

42 

6.  7.71 

26.10.71 

1.  7.73 

8 

Fazeley  Road  and 

Bonehill  Road 

362 

12 

12.  9.72 

14.12.72 

1.10.73 

During  the  year  9  approvals  were  given  to  industrial  furnaces  prior  to  their  erection.  Members 
will  appreciate  that  this  is  done  to  all  furnaces  with  a  rating  in  excess  of  55,  000  Btu's  per  hour,  a  few 
exceptions  however  can  mar  the  system.  There  are  several  coal  burning  boilers  installed  in  Schools 
which  give  rise  to  serious  smoke  emissions.  They  had  not  had  prior  approval  nor  do  they  all  meet  the 
requirements  for  chimney  heights.  Their  maintenance  and  operation  allows  for  improvement.  The 
decisions  to  install  electrical  heating  in  the  future  is  most  welcome. 

Regular  measurements  of  particulate  matter  and  sulphur  dioxide  took  place.  The  3  stations  are 
sited  in  a  ring  around  the  Tame  Valley  at  Hockley  Road,  the  Pumping  Station  at  Belmont  Road  and  Welford 
Road.  Two  Directional  Deposit  gauges  are  in  use,  again  in  the  Tame  Valley. 

There  is  one  area  of  higher  pollution  which  gives  rise  to  concern  but  the  sources  are  registered 
processes  and  therefore  the  enforcement  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Alkali  and  Clean  Air  Inspectorate. 

It  is  the  Department's  view  that  the  pollution  levels  are  unacceptable  and  the  proposal  to  install  flue 
gas  cleaning  plant  is  most  welcome. 
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At  a  Public  Inquiry  on  a  proposal  to  develop  for  residential  purposes,  a  site  of  land  adjoining 
the  source  of  high  pollution;  my  predecessor  gave  evidence  as  to  the  severity  of  that  pollution.  It  was 
accepted  by  the  Inquiry  that  until  the  pollution  was  reduced,  the  houses  should  not  be  erected. 

The  up-dated  graph  overleaf  shows  the  pollution  levels  in  Tamworth  at  the  Sites. 


Future  Work 


Progress  in  air  pollution  control  has  always  been  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  concentrations  of  pollutants.  Figures  over  a  period  are  vital.  Apart  from  the  deep  investigations 
which  took  place  into  the  incidence  of  fluoride  in  the  Dosthill  area  nothing  has  been  done  to  assess  the 
existence  and  amounts  of  other  similar  pollutants. 

It  will  require  a  policy  decision  of  the  Council  and  an  estimate  but  I  believe  that  investigation 
should  take  place,  and,  on  the  basis  of  the  results,  a  decision  taken  on  constant  monitoring.  In  some 
areas  for  many  generations  smoke,  grit,  and  dust  were  accepted,  not  so  today.  Is  not  the  position 
very  similar  in  respect  of  the  heavy  metals,  fluorine,  or  asbestos  dust? 


Schools 


In  the  past  the  standards  of  accommodation,  provisions  for  meals,  hygiene  etc.  have  given  rise 
to  difficulties  between  the  County  Sanitary  Officers  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  It  occurs 
to  me  that  the  same  sort  of  arrangement  ought  to  apply  which  operates  in  other  spheres.  The  Public 
Health  Inspector  judges  the  standards  elsewhere  and  it  is  illogical  to  exclude  Schools  from  this  purview. 

The  changed  circumstances  in  April  1974  will  bring  about  an  opportunity  to  rationalise. 

34  visits  were  made  during  the  year  but  they  were  joint  visits  with  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  confined  to  the  kitchens. 


Health  Education 


The  Department  has  only  a  minute  involvement  in  this  field.  I  have  the  feeling  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  subject  of  Environmental  Health  possessed  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  is  needed 
elsewhere  and  could  so  easily  be  reflected  in  an  elevation  of  food  handling  to  quote  a  single  example. 
The  question  to  be  answered  is  why  there  appears  to  be  only  limited  opportunity  for  us  to  impart  this 
knowledge.  This  is  a  field  to  be  developed. 


Post  Entry  Training 

It  is  surprising  to  report  that  only  one  officer  attended  a  short  post  entry  training  course:  (Three 
days  on  Industrial  Odours).  Many  excellent  short  courses  are  organised  by  the  Universities,  Polytechnics, 
Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors,  which  provide  tuition  and  opportunity  for  discussion  on  a 
variety  of  subjects.  It  can  only  be  concluded  that  Tamworth  missed  an  opportunity  to  acquire 
knowledge  and  information  which  is  just  not  available  elsewhere. 


Visits  and  Inspections 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  to  various  classes  of  premises 
Visits  and  Inspections  Number 


Piggeries,  etc. 

19 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

790 

Food  Premises 

849 

Food  Complaints 

183 

Food  Condemnations 

146 

Sampling 

165 

Market  Stalls 

262 

Mobile  Vendors 

46 

29. 


Housing  -  Slum  Clearance  and  Repairs  765 

Hairdressers  28 

Improvement  Grants  and  Qualification  Certificates  2187 

Factories  166 

Smoke  Control  Areas  869 

Smoke  Control  (Industrial)  148 

Smoke  Control  (Volumetric  -  Gauge  readings)  844 

Nuisances  284 

Drainage  338 

Infectious  Diseases  25 

Water  Supply  73 

Refuse  Accumulations  135 

Pest  Control  1598 

Swimming  Pool  4 

Noise  Abatement  (including  Traffic  Survey)  211 

School  Kitchens  36 

Improvement  Areas  168 

Shops  Act  27 

Caravan  Sites  37 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  478 

Animals  and  Pet  Animals  Act  16 

Scrap  MetalDealers/Gypsies  6 

Mortuary  13 

■  i.-  -  ■ 

TOTAL  10, 916 


Total  number  of  notices  served  -  434 
Complaints 

Unsound  food  65 

Quality  of  water  10 

Requests  to  inspect  foodstuffs  54 

Housing  defects  67 

Accumulations  of  refuse  48 

Nuisances  from  animals  19 

Rat  and  Mice  infested  premises  (other  than  contracts  for 
business  premises)  223 

Insect  infestations  125 

Dirty  premises  (fumigation  etc.)  39 

Smoke  emission  43 

Drainage  34 

Noise  nuisances  37 

Pigeons  5 

Smell  nuisance  58 

Overcrowding  3 

Misc  ellan  eous  1 7 

TOTAL  847 
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